
Newsletter        Spring 2012 

Chairman’s Chat                
by Nick Taylor 

 

Following our alert in the winter edition of the newsletter regarding the quality of water in the 

Noetzie river, and the possible association between high levels of e-coli bacteria and increased use 

of the river houses over the holiday season, the Noetzie Home Services Association, representing 

riverside home owners and led by Tim Everett, has decided to dose all toilet systems in houses along 

the river with a  bacterial activator every month leading up to Christmas.  

 

In addition, Bruce Botha has offered to check all septic 

tanks in Noetzie in order to determine their functionality 

and to make recommendations for improvements where 

appropriate. We urge all septic tank users to familiarise 

themselves and their guests with the procedures for 

keeping them at optimal levels of efficiency. The Winter 

edition of the NCOA Newsletter would be a good place to 

start should anyone require further information. 

  

The NCOA is very pleased to note that the Knysna 

Municipality has made legal application for an order 

against Pezula to cease unlawful trading activities at 

Montrose Castle. It is most unlikely that this move will, on 

its own, bring an end to the illegal trading that has been 

conducted at Montrose for many years, and against which 

the NCOA has been campaigning for just as long. 

Nevertheless, it is the most decisive step taken by Knysna 

Municipality to date in this ongoing battle. In this regard, 
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we also note that Pezula is under new management, having been absorbed by the worldwide Hilton 

Hotels group. There is no trading currently at Montrose but this may be a seasonal effect. Neil 

Metelerkamp, Noetzie’s representative on the Municipal Ward 3 Committee, continues to engage 

Knysna Municipality on the issue.  

 

A pleasing development has been the decision by Knysna Municipality to break down and remove 

the old water tanks behind Pezula Castle, which were falling into decay and posing a danger to 

anyone in the vicinity.  

 

The big municipal issue for Noetzie homeowners concerns the steep rise in rates which occurred this 

year. While a number of residents were successful in obtaining significant reductions in their 

property valuations, rates are still considered to be out of proportion to the level of services 

provided by the Municipality. The NCOA continues to seek ways of obtaining further reductions for 

all homeowners.  

 

One line of argument we are currently pursuing motivates for a ‘Green Rebate’ on the strength of 

the value the Conservancy adds to the region through a number of activities aimed at sustaining the 

environment, such as clearing alien vegetation, cleaning the beach and lagoon edges, monitoring 

water quality in the lagoon and river, providing security for visitors, conserving the priceless fauna 

and flora of the area, monitoring beach driving, maintaining the boardwalk and working with existing 

environmental organisations such as SANParks, DAFF, etc. Neil Metelerkamp continues to argue the 

case with Knysna Municipality. 

  

Finally, recent visitors to the Noetzie website may have noticed a complete revamp of the 

architecture, with new photographs, including an interactive feature, and updated documents. 

Thanks to Marylou Botha. Readers are encouraged to logon for a visual treat.  

 

Editor’s comment – the web address is www.noetzie.co.za 

http://www.noetzie.co.za/


 

Rainfall at Noetzie  
There was a lot of rain in June this year, but July was a flood month with a total of 266 mm recorded. 

The beach has been washed right down with high seas and access to the beach via the wagon road is  

now only viable by hang glider. 

 



 
 

 

 

Environmental news 
by Wendy Dewberry 

 

The Outdoor Classroom is looking beautiful. Xolile has been hard at work, so the next time you come 

to Noetzie please take time to visit and perhaps comment – you will be glad you did. Please don’t 

take dogs as there is a resident grysbok and every now and then a pair of very big, very blond bush 

pigs. 

 

Ants in Fynbos 
 

Myrmecochory ( "ants" + "dispersal") is the term for seed dispersal by ants, an ant-plant interaction 

thought to take place in one out of five fynbos species. 

 

Myrmecochorous plants (for example many in the Protea family) produce seeds with elaiosomes, a 

term encompassing various external appendages or "food bodies" rich in lipids, amino acids, or 

other nutrients that are attractive to ants. The seed with its attached elaiosome is collectively known 

as a diaspore. 

 

Seed dispersal by ants is typically accomplished when foraging workers carry diaspores back to the 

ant colony at which the elaiosome is removed or fed directly to ant larvae. Once the elaiosome is 

consumed the seed is usually discarded in underground middens or ejected from the nest. Although 

diaspores are seldom distributed far from the parent plant, myrmecochores also benefit from this 

predominantly mutualistic interaction through dispersal to favourable locations for germination as 
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well as escape from seed predation (mainly by rodents) and fire. The ants most often recorded 

utilising and dispersing diaspores are pugnacious ants from the genus Anaplolepis. 

Their underground nests are typically 5-10 cm below the surface, an ideal depth to induce 

germination when a fire takes place 

 

 
Like many things in life...ants...can’t live with them...can’t live without them! They are 

supposed to be in fynbos, but when they attacked the newly planted trees I asked 

around for a natural remedy. This is the one I got and it worked within hours. 

  

Steep chopped garlic, a drop of sunlight liquid, and if you can get hold of some, 

chopped nettles (this part may only be to assert one’s dedication to the task at hand – 

I left this part out and it worked on the ants) for a day in water. Spray or put onto 

insect-infected plants. This works with fungus too.  

 
Water Testing 
 

Another water test was carried out on Wednesday 10th October 2012 and 16 samples were 

submitted for testing. Ten areas along the river bank (named for the houses closest by for clarity and 

understanding of location of 

sample area) were tested for 

coliforms (bacteria from faecal 

matter) and 3 tests each for 

nitrates and phosphates to 

measure if there is any run off of 

fertilizers into the river from the 

Pezula Sports Field of Dreams.  

 

1 Stream – 3 x tests (around the first bend up river where the stream comes in from what I 

imagine is the Field of Dreams area) ; coliforms / phosphates / nitrates 

2 Bend – 3 x tests (at the first bend ) coliforms / phosphates / nitrates 

3 Middle - 3 x tests (just in front of the reeds in the middle of the river) coliforms / 

phosphates / Nitrates 

4 Public lavatory area – coliforms 

5 Fabian – coliforms 

6 Harbour – coliforms 

7 Brown – coliforms 

8 Gilliomee – coliforms 

9 Taylor –– coliforms 

10  Den Boestert – coliforms  

 

There is a plan to do three more tests in mid November, December and January. Hopefully the 

results over the year will give us an adequate sample for comparison and interpretation and a report 

will be made when we have more data. Meanwhile, results will be posted as they arrive. 

 

 



 

Knysna Municipality 
By Santi den Boestert 

  

On 12 March this year, a meeting was organized with the Municipal Manager and some of her staff 

to discuss some of the problems that we have at Noetzie like the ongoing illegal trading at Montrose, 

illegal beach access, the condition of the Noetzie Road and more. 

 

As some of these issues have not been attended to, it was decided that another meeting will be held 

which will be attended by the Municipal Manager and staff, Neil Metelerkamp as the Ward 

Committee Member for Ward 3, Julie Gosling (who acts as Neil’s secretary) and Santi den Boestert 

(Municipal Matters Representative of the NCOA). This meeting will take place on 25 October 2012. 

 

We have quite a hefty agenda to discuss as new problems crop up all the time. Vehicular access to 

the beach properties is impossible at the moment, as the bottom part of the Old Wagon Road has 

been washed away by the river and the last bit of concrete paving is hanging in the air.  

 

The condition of the road to Noetzie is an on-going headache: a water leak in Hlalani Township 

caused huge erosion (and water loss, of course) and the road was badly damaged and dangerous for 

a long time. At the moment this area has been attended to, but as the road carries a lot of traffic, we 

will ask the Municipality to try and do something more permanent like tarring. 

 

Illegal trading at Montrose will again be discussed. It is quiet at the moment with hardly any traffic 

to the castle, but as the warmer weather sets in, it is sure to increase again. 

  

A rates rebate is very high on everybody’s agenda at the moment and with the help of a document 



drawn up by Tim Everett, showing what the Noetzie Conservancy does for the environment and how 

we actually do most of the Municipality’s work, we hope to be able to get at least a  green rebate. 

 

Rates and valuations 
 

Reprinted from Lagoon-side News 

By Tim Everett 

 

By now most of us will have got over the shock of having to pay up to three times the amount of 

money we paid for our Noetzie rates last year. Most of us would also be asking the question:- What 

do we get for this enormous amount of money? Well the short answer is – absolutely nothing. 

Municipalities do not view rates as payment for services provided, but merely as a means of 

balancing the town’s budget based on the value of your and my property. All residential improved 

properties, in Knysna town pay the same rate and are granted a 20% discount. However in Knysna’s 

Medium Term Revenue and Expenditure Framework (MREF) - Annual budget they talk of improved 

Rural properties receiving a 50% discount on the rates. Noetzie is outside the Urban Edge, so are we 

Urban and should we be receiving that 50% discount? Well Knysna does not think so and has no 

intention of giving us that discount. It seems that because the legislation comes from the 

Government Municipalities Act and that it applies to lots of Municipalities, until somebody takes a 

municipality to court and wins the case, we will not have a precedent to rely on and the Knysna 

Municipality will remain intransigent on the matter.  

 

So we have two options, either we all throw a lot of money at it or we trust that the alternative that 

we have been pursuing, will give us at least a small additional discount. That is the Green Rebate, 

which is a rebate with an obvious strong environmental basis. This is easier for a rural estate that has 

a body corporate that runs an estate. However the environmental aspects such as alien clearing, 

proof of good flora and fauna management, membership of the Southern Cape Fire Protection 

Association and a positive outlook towards safe fire practices, as well as the fact that Noetzie has a 

high ecological and tourism value, with strong natural resources that are well maintained by the 

community through the efforts of the NCOA as well as the NHSA. As a result we have submitted a 

document to the Knysna municipality applying for this additional rebate and are awaiting a positive 

reply from them.  

 

In the meanwhile I believe that we need to take an even more positive and pro-active view on how 

to maintain and improve this beautiful little paradise called Noetzie. There are many aspects such as 

tree and bush trimming, litter, root damage and alien vegetation that need to be looked at and the 

problems addressed. This place needs to be the same or better for our children than it is for us.  

 



Access for beach driving  
By Mary-lou Newdigate 

 

Noetzie has always been difficult to reach, but once there, it is always worth it. The archaeological 

evidence confirms that Noetzie was inhabited by the Southern Cape’s earliest inhabitants.  

Thousands of years later, modern man discovered 

Noetzie, and they used ox wagons to build the 

Old Wagon Road to the beach and erect iron and 

timber holiday cottages on the edge of the beach 

and river. They were oblivious to environmental 

concerns like rising sea levels and building in 

flood plains. The cottages were small and were visited mostly during warmer months. So Noetzie 

stayed a secret and remote destination for local fishermen, determined campers and a few holiday 

makers.  

 

In the 1940s the castle builders built a private road to the new castle on the west end of the beach, 

and the public steps to the beach were also built joining up to this road. From the 1970s, river 

cottage owners have been able to access their 

properties but have to cross private land. 

 

In 2000, when the remainder of Noetzie farm 

was sold to a developer, gentlemen's 

agreements from bygone days fell away, and 

for the first time, access across the Noetzie 

farm to the beach was threatened. We all 

wished that the public parking area, the public 

and private access routes to Noetzie had been 

formalized before the sale. Soon after approval 

of the development, access was used as a 

threat because the Noetzie homeowners had objected to the developer’s plan to abstract water 

from Noetzie River (for the 

development’s golf course at 

Sparrebosch) 

 

Then the Pezula developer purchased 

the Noetzie Castle and closed off the 

access via the steps. Thanks to a loud 

and passionate public outcry, a public 

protest on Heritage Day 2006 and a 

court case, the developer was forced to 

re-open the access to the beach via the 

steps, and this access will remain open 



into the foreseeable future. See the SC Legal Opinion and several other documents on the Noetzie 

website for more information: http://www.noetzie.co.za 

 

Just because there are always fresh challenges at Noetzie, since the public steps access was sorted 

out, the other route to the beach via the Old Wagon Road now ends in the air, with the river a few 

metres below. Although environmentally friendly solutions are being considered, so that property 

owners with 4x4s and permits can access their houses via the beach again, this access will only ever 

be possible as long as the sea, river and high tides allow it. 

 

“You cannot command Nature, except by obeying her” Francis Bacon 

 

Editor’s note 

Neil Metelerkamp won his access court case against Pezula Private Estate and has acquired a 

servitude right of way from the car-park, down the strip road, to the municipal steps. This access will 

be registered against the title deeds of both properties. Well done to Neil 

Proposed new developments. 
By Eion Brown 

 

There are currently two proposed new houses to be built at Noetzie – firstly, House van Wyk and 

secondly House Joanna Thompson. 

 

House van Wyk is being built by James and Lynn van Wyk who have been associated with 

Noetzie for a long time.  Lynn is a daughter of John Marriot. They bought Erf 58 from Henry Loubser 

and are now hoping to build as soon as possible.  It is the erf between the van Gent consortium and 

House Moultrie.  

 

http://www.noetzie.co.za/


They have completed the legal requirements for permission to build and subject to any objections, 

which had to be in by mid September, can now submit the building drawings for approval by the 

Municipality. The house will be constructed in timber on stilts due to the steep slopes. There are two 

basic levels stepping up the slope which overlap where the entrance and utility rooms are located on 

the lower level. The design is well thought out and will be a comfortable holiday home for the family.   

We look forward to welcoming them as home owners to Noetzie. 

 

House Joanna Thompson is being 

planned on Erf 22 – the property on the 

other side of the river from Don Lindsay’s 

home. The planning is at the stage of 

calling for comments on the Final Basic 

Assessment Report from Interested and 

Affected Parties.  Comments had to be in 

by 11th October.  The initial scheme had 

many objections and in the final report 

the scheme is much reduced. The 

scheme can be viewed on the website of 

Hilland and Associates www.hilland.co.za  

They are proposing to build an extensive, 

castle-like structure in stone which will 

be in keeping with that end of Noetzie. 

The slope is also very steep and the 

buildings are stepped up the slope with one section being 3 storeys high.  This  will require approval 

of a waiver of the 8 m high Town Planning Scheme requirement. Their access will be from the new 

road and parking area that Don Lindsay has built with only a pedestrian access from the property 

down onto the beach. 

 

The current left bank of the stream lies within their property, leaving a steep bank which they are 

proposing to stabilize with a retaining wall covered in stone.  This could mean having to create a 

concrete floor to the river over a short distance, i.e. canalizing the river to ensure that no erosion 

will undermine their development. The development will be an interesting addition to Noetzie and 

we wish them well in the approval process. 

 

Beach Weddings 
The committee has had a number of enquiries about weddings on Noetzie beach. This is a copy of 

our response. 

 

Noetzie is a public beach and cannot be booked for any private function. However permission needs 

to be obtained from the Knysna Municipality – 044 302 1605. If you choose to take your vows on the 

beach please keep the following in mind. 

 

http://www.hilland.co.za/


Municipal Bye-laws state 
 No alcohol may be consumed on the beach 

 No amplified music or loud hailers 

 No vehicles - any vehicle in violation of this regulation may be confiscated and the driver 

fined. 

 No structures may be erected  

 No parking on the Old Wagon Road - only in the public parking area at the top of the hill. 

 All litter must be removed and placed in refuse bins in the carpark 

 No disturbance to other members of the public or residents 

 No commercial activities  

 No digging or disturbance/removal of sand, rocks, driftwood or any fauna and flora 

 All other National, Provincial and Municipal regulations not listed above must be adhered to 

at all times. 

 

Bushbuck 
By Iona Everett 

 

 When Noetzie is quiet and there are not many people and no dogs about, that is when we see 

bushbuck in our back yard and on the lawn in front of our house. At times their footprints can clearly 

be seen in the muddy paths leading to the 

river. They shyly creep out of the forest to 

graze on the herbs and shrubs in our gardens. 

These make up most of their diet, though 

they may eat grass, fallen fruit, pods, tubers, 

bark and flowers. Bushbuck need some water 

but can subsist on dew if necessary. 

 

They are basically solitary animals and most 

group associations, except for a female and 

her latest young, are very temporary and only 

last a few hours or days. These antelope have 

small home ranges, which may overlap with 

those of 

other 

bushbuck. Even so, there still is not much contact, as adult 

individuals prefer to stay by themselves in their separate areas. 

Mature males usually go out of their way to avoid contact with 

each other.  

 

Bushbuck are forest-edge antelopes. They live in habitat 

including rain forests, montane forests, forest-savanna mosaics 

and bush savannas. They stand about 90 centimetres tall at the 



shoulder and weigh from 45 to 80 

kilograms (depending on sex). The 

gestation period for bushbuck is 6 to 7 

months. This means that females are 

able to reproduce twice a year in some 

areas. Both sexes reach puberty at 11 

months.  

 They have distinct geometrically shaped 

white patches or spots on the most 

mobile parts of the body – the ears, 

chin, tail, legs and neck. Males make the 

markings more visible during highly 

ritualized displays during which they 

arch their backs and walk in a tense, 

high-stepping gait. These displays, used 

for impressing and intimidating females and rival males, usually make fighting unnecessary. The 

hierarchy among males is age-based; as they get older and the chestnut colour changes to dark 

brown, the white markings are more conspicuous.  

 

Only males have horns, which are between 25 and 50 centimetres long and grow straight back. At 10 

months, young males sprout horns that are strongly twisted and at maturity form the first loop of a 

spiral. Other antelopes with spiral horns are sitatungas, bongos, eland and kudus.  

 

Usually most active during early morning and part of the night, bushbuck become almost entirely 

nocturnal in areas where they are apt to be disturbed frequently during the day. When alarmed, 

individuals react in a variety of ways. If they are in forest or thick bush, they may freeze in one 

position and remain very still, their colouring camouflaging them. Sometimes they will sink to the 

ground and lie flat, or they may bound away, making a series of hoarse barks. When surprised in the 

open, they sometimes stand still or slowly walk to the nearest cover. 

 

Bushbuck are not territorial but 

will defend an area of a female 

in heat. After giving birth, the 

mother cleans the newborn calf 

and eats the placenta, leaving 

the calf well hidden. When she 

visits and suckles it, she eats its 

dung so no scent remains to 

attract predators. The young 

calf does not accompany its 

mother for long periods during 

the day until it is about four 

months old. A female and her 

calf often play together, running 

in circles chasing each other. 



.  

 
Did you know? 

 The bushbuck's hunched-up gait makes it a slow and clumsy runner, but it is a good 

swimmer and can jump six foot high fences. 

 Although bushbuck live in both moist and dry habitats, their most important requirement is  

good cover of forest or bush to provide shelter and food 

  

 

 

Noetzie History 
 

Chris reports that the book is at the printer. Delivery is expected before the end of November. 

Unless other requests are provided, Chris will bring the copies to Noetzie about the middle of 

December or copies may be collected from him in Hout Bay in early December. 

  



 


